I Am I
by Marie-Loise Fitzpatrick

Overview:

This book is the story of two boys, each wanting to be better than the other. Each boy wants to be the “king of everything.” In the beginning the boys are facing each other on opposite sides of a river, and they are yelling back and forth to each other about who has the better side of the river. One claims to have the biggest mountain, the other claims to have the tallest tree, and so it goes until their words jumble together to create a dragon. The dragon burns everything in the land, and all the boys have left is a desert wasteland. The trees are gone, the flowers are gone; the boys realize that their fighting has destroyed everything beautiful. As the boys apologize to each other, their words fall into the cracked desert soil and sprout plants, which grow into beautiful flowers. In the end the boys see that fighting leads to destruction whereas cooperation leads to harmony.[image: image1.png]



Response:

I Am I has a very simple storyline but the themes are clear and powerful. There are very few words, but they address the themes explicitly, with phrases such as “I hate you” and “I am sorry.” This picture book engages students with several enduring questions: What is the power of words? What are the consequences of fighting? Of cooperating? The illustrations are key in the story, as the words that the boys use become a symbol of their meaning. “I hate you” turns into a dragon; “I am sorry” turns into seeds which sprout flowers. I am I prepares students to examine these key themes as they read the novel this pairs with.
Novels to Pair this Book with:

Lord of the Flies-William Golding

Heart of Darkness- Joseph Conrad

War and Peace -Leo Tolstoy

Tale of Two Cities- Charles Dickens

Lesson Ideas:

1) The Power of Words: After reading I am I, have the students find quotations from Lord of the Flies that show destruction through the power of words in the same way. On a large poster, have them draw two of the opposing characters (much like two pages in the picture book) and use powerful quotes from the novel and creative illustration to show how the power of words can destroy and tear apart. This will help students to see how powerful and destructive words may be, and to learn how to analyze the characters and better understand the plot of the novel.

2) After reading the book I am I, have students write a “poem for two voices” that includes characters from Lord of the Flies. The poem will offer an explanation to the officer for what happened while they were on the island. Make sure the poem uses at least one quotation from the book per character used. After, have students discuss the power of words and the destruction of fighting.

3) Have students list words that become dragons (i.e. I hate you, I’ll never forgive you, etc.) as well as words that grow into flowers (i.e. I love you, I forgive you, thank you). Hold a discussion where students brainstorm examples of the destructive and constructive power of words (lyrics--good and bad--that evoke emotions, famous orators like Hitler or Martin Luther King etc., compliments  versus insults). Talk about the destructive power of words in Lord of the Flies.
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